
Volume 25 Issue 4 
 

Helen Babbin, Principal 

Paula McPhee, Assistant Principal 

Lynette Edwards, Office Manager 

Brenda Bargelt, Secretary 

Cindy Amato, Office Clerk 

Stacey Richards, Office Clerk 

November 2019 Meredith Hill Messenger 
5830 S 300 Pl, Auburn, WA 98001                    253-945-3200 

 

November Calendar 
1—Math Team, 3:40-4:45 

3—Daylight Savings, Fall back 

4—Sphero Club, 3:40-4:40 

4—Math Team, 3:40-4:45 

5—Sphero Club, 3:40-4:40 

6—Veteran’s Day Assembly, 9:35 

7-8—Student Led Conferences,  

      No School 

11—Veteran’s Day, No School 
12—Scholar Advisory Meeting, 

 11:50 

12—KC Clulb, 11:25 

12—Sphero Club, 3:40-4:40 

13—Read and Lead Bookstore 

13—Safety Patrol Pizza Party 

13—Parent Advisory, 6:00 

14—Cookie Day 

15—Math Team, 3:40-4:45 

18—Sphero Club, 3:40-4:40 

18—Math Team, 3:40-4:45 

19—Sphero Club, 3:40-4:40 

20—Coffee with the Principal, 9:30 

20—KC Clulb, 11:25 

20—Early Release, 2:10 

21—Ready K, 5:30-7:30 

22—Math Team, 3:40-4:45 

25—Sphero Club, 3:40-4:40 

25—Math Team, 3:40-4:45 

26—Sphero Club, 3:40-4:40 

26—P.T.A. Meeting, 7:00 

27—Early Dismissal 

28-29—Happy Thanksgiving!   

 No School 

December Calendar 
2—KC Club, 11:25 

2—Sphero Club, 3:40-4:40 

2—Math Team, 3:40-4:45 

3—Sphero Club, 3:40-4:40 

4—Early Release, 2:10 

6—Math Team, 3:40-4:45 

6—Winterfest, 5:30-8:00 

Wednesday, November 27th is early dismissal! 

Dear Meredith Hill Families,  
 

I’m so very excited that it is time for Scholar-Led Conferences again at 
Meredith Hill Elementary, and I cannot wait for the opportunity for      
families and school to come together as partners for learning. Scholar-Led 
Conferences (SLCs) are an important way for us to connect in partnership 
to support our scholars as they learn and grow. Just as last year, our goal 
this year is to have 100% attendance at our SLCs. Family, scholar, school 
partnership is critical to scholar success, and attendance at SLCs is one of 
the most important ways for us all to come together. 
 

Our first Scholar-Led Conferences for this year will be held on November 
7 and 8. While students do not have school on those days, it is very      
important that they join you in their conference as they showcase their 
learning so far and share their goals with you. Research shows us that 
one of the factors with the greatest impact on learning is the opportunity 
for students to reflect upon their learning, and communicating about 
their learning provides them with the perfect opportunity!  
 

A letter inviting you to a specific conference time has already been sent 
home. For those of you that have returned your confirmation slips, thank 
you!! If you have not already returned this form to school, please do so 
that we can finalize our schedules and plans for these two days 
 

If you have forgotten what time the conference has been set for, or you 
have lost your slip, please contact your child’s teacher. Attendance at  
conferences is one way we are measuring our success at Meredith Hill 
and as a district around Goal 2 in our FWPS Strategic Plan.  
 

To prepare for conferences, here are some steps that will make the time 
even more valuable:  

• Write your appointment time on your calendar  

• Think of questions in advance that you would like to ask your child’s 
teacher and write them down!  

• BRING YOUR CHILD to the conference  

Please note that we will have our Panorama surveys out to take online at 
Meredith Hill Elementary. It is important to get feedback from you so we 
can make our partnership stronger. There will be a raffle for those who 
take the Panorama survey. 

 

Please come visit our Scholar Art in the City at the Multi-Service Center in 
Federal Way. The art will be posted after November 8. They are our    
business partners this year. On November 6th, at 9:35 AM we will be  
honoring our nation’s veterans at our Veteran’s Day assembly. We invite 
you to join us, and bring friends and relatives that have served or are 
serving our country. Our scholars will be performing, and they are     
practicing hard to make sure that we do our veterans proud! This is      
always an event that honors and inspires, and I hope that you can join us. 
Please come join me for Coffee with the Principal on November 20 at 
9:30 AM. Please come join me to discuss celebrations and IRLA. 

Warm Regards, 

Helen Babbin 

Principal 

Girls on the Run Spring 2020 
We are looking for 3 Coaches and 3-4 running volunteers for 
the 2020 Girls on the Run Season! This is a program for girls in 
3rd through 5th grade. Please check out the link to find out more 
about the program. The program runs from March 
to May. Contact Melissa Martin if you are         
interested in volunteering. 253-945-3214 

https://www.girlsontherun.org/get-involved/ 

mmartin@fwps.org 

https://www.girlsontherun.org/get-involved/
mailto:mmartin@fwps.org
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Book Fair During Student Conferences 
  

Our annual book fair will be open during student led conferences on the following 
days and times: 

Wednesday, November 6th 3:40-4:10 pm 

Thursday, November 7th,, 7:30 am-7:00 pm 

Friday, November 8th, 8:30 am-12:00 pm 

Many of the Battle of the Books, OTTER Award beginning chapter books, and Washington Children’s 
Choice picture books will be available.  Flyers will be coming home with your students the first week of the 
month.  You can also shop online at http://www.scholastic.com/bf/meredithhillelemschool 

Be sure to stop by before or after your child’s conference! 

Otter Award Nominees 
Two’s a Crowd (Pug Pals #1)  by Flora Ahn  

Mac Undercover (Mac B., Kid Spy #1) by Mac Barnett 
Rosie Revere and the Raucous Riveters (The Questioneers, book #1) by       
Andrea Beady 
Meet Yasmin! by Saadia Faruqi 
Rabbit’s Bad Habits (Rabbit & Bear, book 1) by Julian Gough 
Mr. Wolf’s Class (Mr. Wolf’s Class #1) by Aron Nels Steinke  

Kindergarten through fifth grades learned about digital citizenship the last two 
weeks of October.  The focus of the lessons was visiting safe websites, keeping 
personal information and passwords private, and asking help from a grown up 
when needed Students also learned how to communicate respectfully and use 
appropriate netiquette while online.  For more tips about online safety, visit 
Common Sense Media at https://www.commonsensemedia.org/. 

Washington Children’s Choice   
Picture Book Award nominees:  

http://www.scholastic.com/bf/meredithhillelemschool
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/
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Connection Corner with the Family Liaison 

Happy fall!  It was fun having families walking with their students for the 

annual P.T.A. Walkathon last month.  The Walkathon has become quite a 

fun school community event as well as a successful P.T.A. fundraiser.   

Every class has the opportunity to walk the track with music, bubbles, and 

obstacles motivating them throughout.  Thank you to all the volunteers who 

organized the event, helped on the track, and did all the important details after the event to track          

donations and get prizes to kids.  This fundraiser has raised over $5000 for three years in a row now.  

WOW!  Thank you, Meredith Hill community! 

Last month we had a week of Discover U.  This is an annual campaign to promote student awareness of 

career and college opportunities after high school graduation.  If your child hasn’t already talked with 

you about what they want to be or do when they grow up, it’s never too early for you to start the         

conversation and see where it takes you!  Try to revisit the topic every so often to make sure they are on 

the right path to their best future.   

I’m looking forward to welcoming families for the upcoming Student Led Conferences.  I’ll be      

available to help you if you have any questions or concerns and I’m always happy to sit in on conferences 

to share my support for you and your student. 

Here are some opportunities I’d like you to be aware of: 

Be Informed -- Student Led Conferences (SLCs) are November 7—8, 2019 and confirmation slips have 

been sent home by teachers.  Information that you will receive at your SLC includes iReady reports (for 

1st through 5th graders) and a standards based mastery report (not a report card but a snapshot of        

performance). 

Be Prepared -- Learning Partnership Guides have been provided to families, kindergarten through 5th 

grades.  This is a great tool to refer to throughout the school year to see what your student will be     

learning in all academic areas.  There is a tear-out portion that you can complete and return to teachers to 

share more information about your child and your expectations.  Each grade level has its own Guide, so 

you should have one for each of your children.  If you still need a copy, please contact me. 

Be Connected -- The new annual parent survey will be sent to families this month.  It can be completed 

online at home or at Meredith Hill.  Your input is very important because we use the information you 

provide to guide us in making goals for school improvements.  Please let me know if you need any      

assistance accessing or completing your survey. 

Laurie Wenneman (Mrs. W.) 

253-945-3210 

Email: lwennema@fwps.org 

 

Coffee with the      
Principal 

Wednesday,  
November 20th, 

9:30-10:30  
in the school library 

Please join principal, Ms. Babbin 
for this monthly opportunity to ask 
questions, share ideas, and gain 
information on 
current and 
upcoming 
school        
topics/issues.   

Refreshments 
provided! 

 
Parent Workshops  

at Meredith Hill  
Do you have a child who will be attending kindergarten at Meredith Hill in         
September 2020?  If so, you are invited to register for Ready! for Kindergarten 
workshops that we are offering, starting this month. 
 

READY! for Kindergarten workshops help parents/caregivers prepare their        
soon-to-be     kindergarteners for success in school.  Workshops include hands-on 
practice with quality learning and play materials you get to keep from each of 
the three sessions.  Child care and  light refreshments are provided. 
 

This year’s workshop dates are November 21st, February 27th, and May 14th.            
Attendance to all three evening sessions is expected.  Registration is limited to 20 
families.  If you have questions or would like to sign up for this opportunity, please 
contact our Family Liaison, Laurie Wenneman, at 253-945-3210. 
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Aiming for 100% participation for parent survey,  

open Nov. 1-22, 2019 
 

Each year we provide surveys to our students, staff and parents to understand areas we are succeeding in 
and act upon areas we can make improvements.  This year we are using a new survey tool that gathers 
feedback on a variety of topics including school climate, safety and family engagement.  
 

Parents and guardians, we are aiming for 100% participation. The survey will take approximately 5-10 
minutes of your time and it’s open November 1-22, 2019.  
 

Beginning Nov. 1, the survey will be available online or via hard copy from your school’s main office.      
Languages offered include English, Spanish, Korean, Russian, Ukrainian, Vietnamese, Somali and Dari.  
 

You will also receive a notification to the email or phone number according to the preferences you set for 
receiving automated messaging. 
 

Your feedback is valuable and can help us support our scholars’ academic and social emotional needs and 
build stronger family partnerships. Thank you for your participation! 

Federal Way Public Schools does not discriminate in any programs or activities on the basis of race, color, national 
origin or ethnicity, religion, creed, sex or gender, sexual orientation, gender expression or identity, age, marital or 
family status, veteran or military status, disability, or the use of a trained dog guide or service animal. The District 
provides equal access to the Boy Scouts of America and other designated youth groups.  

Ms. Baumes: Tianni, Jesse, Madison 
 

Ms. Crane: Mia, Jorge, Mason, Humphrey, Phoebe, 
Shaheer 
 

Ms. Hurst: Emily, Payton, Paul 
 

Ms. Alf: Benjamin, Ethan, Vaibhav, Gael, Ivory,         
Natasha, Lucas, Jamil 
 

Mrs. Cushman: Hussam, Joshua, Clara, Suri, Raine, 
Aria 
 

Mrs. Edvalds: Aliva, Jerico, Lincoln, Nudar, Alondra, 
Lanaiyah, Madden, Aka 
 

Mrs. Leung-Erickson: Sara, Ethan, Tristan, Adalyn, 
Alejandro, Tawan, Varun 
 

Mrs. Rucker: Dayana, Tadghan, Samarah, Chansunni, 
Sartaj, Maiyah 
 

Ms. Terry: Kevin, Benjamin, Archer 
 

Mr. Nelson: Melanie, William, Jovie, Israel, Pau, Sergio, 
Aldo, Sophia, Avari, Hark 
 

Ms. Rolsma: Zahra, Luis, Quincy, Alvin, Jenny 
 

Mrs. Sichmeller: Carlos, Alisha, Gabriel, Adams,        
Donovan, Elliot, Landon 
 

Ms. Souther: Amiri, Elliott, Matthew, Aiden, Joshua, 
Anne, Chloe, Mari, Katelyn 
 

Mrs. Bunting: Mena, Katelyn, Caitlyn, Kaelyn, Numtan 
 

Mrs. Take: Mohammed, Gurshaan, London, Carter, 
Navin 
 

Ms. Walker: Jerrel, Jaspreet, Conner, Mauro, Shonah, 
Emily, Emily, Lyric, Leena, Sam, August 
 

Ms. Buchanan: Jasmin, Gael, Valeria, Shawn,           
Amariah, Nathan, Judith, Kailen, Adorabella 
 

Mr. Constantino: Nicholas, Yegeta, Ramon, Elijah Jr., 
Jalea, Elena, Elena 
 

Ms. Irvine: Cody, Aliyah, Marina, Diego, Kawther, Levi 
 

Ms. Port: Ryan, Jessalyn 
 

Mr. Hirsch: Jace, Alanna 
 

Ms. Mall: Max 
 

Ms. Steed: Issah, Allyson 
 

Mrs. Roper – AM: 
Alesandra, Zara, 
Alaia, Jon, Caden, 
Sarah 
 

Mrs. Hill – AM:  
Abdullah, Samuel, 
Vaaris, Holly, 
Faaiz 
 

Mrs. Roper – PM: 
Makenna, Sinyah, 
Ryah, Harsahib, 
Evie 
 

Mrs. Hill – PM: 
Manraj, Cameron, 
Camille, Amanda 
 

The following students have earned Perfect Attendance for October! 


